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"People remember playing with yo-yos when 
they were young,” Bob Malowney said, “but they 
also remember the yo-yo contests they were in. 
The next word after ‘yo-yo’ was ‘contest.’ I 
leamed that long ago.” 

The exhibit will feature yo-yos from “different 
eras, different manufacturers, different 
memories,” he said. The items in the exhibit were 
donated by the Duncan and Schlee families, ‘Tom 
Kuhn and two other contributors, he said. 


: 
Tom Kuhn Yo-Yo Bash 
Set for June 13 


Saturday, June 13, is the day that Tom Kuhn 
Custom Yoyos will hold its 15th Anniversary 
Celebration, “The Greatest Yo on Earth,” at the 
Anchorage Shopping Center at Fisherman’s 
Wharf, 2800 Leavenworth St., San Francisco, 
from 11 a.m. to 4 pm. Demonstrations, prizes, 
commemorative yo-yos, souvenirs, buttons, con- 
tests (for beginners, advanced and champions, in- 
cluding a transaxle-yo-yo contest) are a few of the 
activities on the agenda, 

Several prominent yo-yo pros are expected to be 
on hand including Dan Volk, Dennis McBride, 
Don Watson, Helane Zeiger and Tom Kuhn, with 
Bob Malowney emceeing. 

Tom Kuhn has produced a new commemorative 
yo-yo for the occasion, a metallic midnight blue 
wooden model. If you can’t make it to the event, 
you can purchase one by mail directly from Tom 
Kuhn Custom Yoyos, 2383 Califomia St, San 
Francisco, CA 94115 (credit card orders by phone 
at the number below). 


ROY ACUFF (right), "The King of Country Music" and star of "The Grand Ole Opry," shares a story 
with Don Duncan of Playmaxx Yo-Yos when the two met in Nashville recently, in an event filmed 
by "Crook and Chase" for The Nashville Network. The two long-time yo-yo lovers traded yo-yos 
and memories when Duncan came into town for the opening of "The Return of the Yo-Yo" exhibit 
at Bellevue Center. (Bellevue Center photo) 


Yo-Yo Contest on Track Yo-Yo Workshops at IJA 


Several yo-yo workshops are also on the agen- 


at Jugglers Convention 
n Montreal, July 20-25 


For the first time in 60 years, the yo-yo frater- 
nity is about to crown a new world champion. The 
victor will be chosen at the annual meeting of the 
Intemational Juggiers Association in Quebec, 
Montreal, Canada, on Saturday, July 25. 

The dates for the entire conference are July 20 
through 25 at McGill University. 

Three contests will be held: (1) Beginners (age 
11 and under), (2) Advanced (age 16 and under) 
and (3) Championship (all ages). 

‘The first two categories will focus on seven and 

. 10 basic yo-yo tricks, respectively. 

The Championship competition will be held in 
three parts: the compulsories (10 one-handed 
tricks), two minutes of free-style yoing for the top 
five winners in the compulsories, concluding (in 
case of ties) with up to5 two-handed yo-yo tricks. 

For complete details on the contest, including a 
list of tricks, contact contest organizer Dale Oliver 
at 206/367-9187. 


’ da forthe conference, including sessions on begin- 
ning and intermediate yo-yoing, new yo-yotricks, 
comedy yo-yoing and yo-yo carving. 

Check the LJA table in the gym for session times 
and locations. 

For complete details on the DA and registering 
for the conference, contact Tom Bennett, Intema- 
tional Jugglers Association, Box 3707, Akron, OH 
44314, or call Tom at 216/745-3552. 


“The Return of the Yo-Yo” 
Comes to Chico 


The traveling yo-yo exhibit, “The Retum of the 
Yo-Yo,” which has toured the country at many 
Taubman Company shopping malls, will next ap- 
pear at the Chico Museum in Chico, Calif., from 
Oct. 17, 1992, through March 1993. 

Host for the exhibit is Bird in Hand Yo-Yos of 
Chico. Bird in Hand owner Bob Malowney has put 
some effort into expanding the original exhibit, 
which will open in time for the California State 
Championships on Oct. 17, also in Chico. 


For the latest details, call Tom Kuhn Custom 


Yoyos at 415/921-8138. That’s 415/921-8138. 


This Yo-Yo Will Go 
Around the World 


Literally, a yo-yo is about to go around the 


world. The real world. Not on a string. In the space 
shuttle. 


"In July, NASA has scheduled a flight of the 


space shuttle and has purchased an SB-2 [ball- 
bearing yo-yo] from us that will be aboard STS- 
46,” Tom Kuhn of Tom Kuhn Custom Yo-Yos told 
us. “NASA will use it to make an educational 
video to demonstrate the principles of tethered 
Satellites.” 


Jeff Hoffman is the scheduled yo-yo player for 


the flight. He was on flight 51D with the late 
David Griggs in 1985, the first time that a yo-yo 
went into space, 


Watch your newspapers from the actual date of 


the flight and other shuttle details. 
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Yo-Yos, Unicycles 
& Juggling erer 


For the complete Tom Kuhn line, and the Playmaxx Pro-Yo 
in contact 


Darren Bedford 
71 Jasper Ave. 
Toronto, Ontario 


Canada M6N 2N2 
416-767-6074 


SCIENCE OF YO 


Listen to the Yo-Yo 


David Politzer, Altadena, Calif. 


Ever wonder how fast your spin really is? 

Receiving a No-Jive 3-in-1 and a gift subscrip- 
tion to “Yo- Yo Times” some years ago brought me 
back to the yo-fold. Iam a breathing example of 
the fact that technical prowess is not a necessary 
precondition for achieving the state of yo. 

I’ve often wondered how fast a yo-yo spins. I 
think I have come up with a method of figuring 
Out its speed. 

Throw a fast sleeper and stick your string finger 
in your ear, (A loose string reduces the chance of 
a bonk on the head.) 

The note you hear corresponds to a certain num- 
ber of vibrations persecond, e.g,, an octave below 
middle Cis 131 vibrations per second. Each vibra- 
tion is caused by precisely one revolution of the 
yo-ya. 

Hence, the low-C spinner is doing 131 revolu- 
tions per second, or 7860 rpm. 

For this posture, you might also enjoy looking 
carefully down the string. As the spin slows, atcer- 
tain particular frequencies, the string “resonates.” 


WINNERS AT THE BELLEVUE CENTER Yo-Yo Contest were Jason Hamm (ages 12-20) and Roy 


Qualls (ages 21-up), both of Nashville. 
Le., there are large amplitude standing waves with 
well-defined nodes (stationary points). The speed 


of sound in the string is twice the node spacing 
times the corresponding frequency. 


CONTEST NEWS 


Bellevue Center Results 
The winners at “The Retum of the Yo-Yo” 


WAKING UP TO THE SLEEP MACHINE 


ts interesting to watch people's reaction to a 

SLEEP MACHINE or ROLLER WOODY - 

especially kids and cats, It looks like a regular 

wooden yo-yo, but how does it spin so 

long? The secret is a precision ball hearing axle 
and a unique adjustable string gap allowing 
Yo-Yo tune-ups. Too “techy” for some (5 or @ 
6 were retumed), the reward for the rest of 
us is the magic healing qualities of long 
spinning wood. In a plastic age. holding and 
watching a Sleep Machine spin, is a calming and 


centering experience. Others are charmed too. They're 


: 
great for meeting people. Best of all, at a moments notice. SS | 
these particular yo-yos connect me to that part of myself which 


also spins and dances . 


| SLEEP MACHINE - BUTTERFLY STYLE........ $35.0 


ee 
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' ROLLER WOODY ~ CLASSIC STYLE... $30.00 ate 
Name Phone 

1 Address — 

City State Lip 

' Visa/MC Exp Date 

: TOM KUHN YO-YOS LTD. Phone Orders: 

| 2383 California Street S00-U.S.YOYOS 

+ San Franciseo, C4 94115 8796967 


‘Photo by Stuart Crump Jr.) 


traveling exhibit at Bellevue Center in Nashville, 
Tenn., on March 15 were as follows: 

Age 11 and under. (1) Jeremiah Malyroid, (2) 
Calab McFadden, (3) Melissa Graham, (4) Jason 
Stewart, (5) Joshua Evans. 

Ages 12-20: (2) Jason Hamm, (2) Jason Rober- 
son, (3) Brian Allen, (4) Jill Dinwiddie, (5) Jeremy 
Bilbrey. 

Ages 21 and up: (1) Roy Qualls, (2) Ron Hooper, 
@GySteve Beecham, (4) Gene Skaggs. 


Spokane Contest Winners 


Chris Cook reports on the winners of the spring 
term yo-yo classes’ contests in Spokane, Wash., 
co-sponsored by the Spokane Parks and Recrea- 
tion Dept. and Hummingbird Toy Co. which 
provided the yo-yos used in the classes and the 
awards. The winners of the contest, which was 
held May 11, were: 

"Yo-Yo Tricks and Techniques”: (1) Connor 
Radkey, (2) John McCaskey, (3) Nick McCaskey. 

” Advanced Yo-Yo Tricks and Techniques”: (1) 
Tyler Redkey, (2) Rick Stoneman, (3) Heather 
Stoneman. 

Winners in the March 2 contest were: 

"Yo-Yo Tricks and Techniques”: (1) Michael 
Morford, (2) Brenda Stoneman, (3) Josef 
Hegedus, 

” Advanced Yo-Yo Tricks and Techniques”: (1) 
Al Toutant, (2) Wesley Perez, (3) Rick White. 

Chiis reports that these yo-yo classes have been 
held for more than 3 years continuously “with no 
end in sight.” For information on future 
workshops and contests, contact Chris Cook, W. 
2932 Sanson, Spokane, WA 99205, 509/326- 
0421. 


Baton Rouge Yo-Yo 
Championships 


Yo-yo clinics will be held in Baton Rogue, 
Louisiana, on June 6 and 20 at Independence Park 
from 10 to 11 a.m.; at Baker Library on June 27, 
11 a.m. to noon; Goodwood Library, July 7, 5:30 


to 6:30 p.m.; and Zachary Library, July 20, 5:30 
to 6:30 p.m. 

The Baton Rogue Yo-Yo Championships will be 
held on July 25 at Independence Park from 10 a.m. 
to4 p.m. They will follow the basic contest rules 
established for the Califomia championships, 
with seven contests in all: 

Three each in the Beginner and Intermediate 
” divisions (ages 11 and under, 11-20 and 20-plus), 
followed by the Championship contest, open to all 
ages. 

For information, including a list of tricks for the 
contest, contact Jim Johnson, 14661 Charter P1., 
Baton Rogue, LA 70817, 504/752-1508. 


ESPN Plans to Air 
Chico Tapes in October 


The tapes recorded at the Califomia State 
Championships in Chico last October are now set 
for airing in “early October” on the ESPN cable 
channel during the show “Amazing Games” 
sometime in early October “The show should 
give us quite a boost for this year’s contest [in 
Chico, Oct. 17; separate story],” said Bob 
Malowney, owner of Bird in Hand Yo-Yos and one 
of the hosts of the contest. 


YO-YO COMPANIES 


From time to time, our readers ask if we have 
the address of one or another of the yo-yo com- 
panies. Here is a partial list of yo-yo companies 
that have advertised in “Yo-Yo Times” over the 
last couple of years. All information presented 
here is believed to be accurate and up-to-date. Ad- 
ditions, corrections, etc. are appreciated. 

Those marked with an asterisk (*) WILL sell 
single yo-yos to individuals, by mail. If you con- 
tact the others, they will referyou toyour local toy 
or specialty store. 

Most of them also sell string. Some sell carry 
cases and yo-yo pouches. Ask. 

*American Spinners Yo-Yo Co., 26 Worcester 
Dr, Wayne, NJ 07470. One-piece wooden y 0-yos. 
Owner Bill Cress tells us he is going out of busi- 
ness — the current market conditions and his other 
interests have led him to this decision. His entire 
inventory, logos, imprinted clothing, etc. is for 
sale. Write to him if you are interested. 

*Bird in Hand Yo-Yos, 847 W. Fifth St., Chico, 
CA 95928, 916/893-0545. A wide variety of 
wooden and plastic yo-yos by most manufac- 
turers; will sell individual yo-yos by mail order 
Also sells its own customized wooden Bird in 
Hand yo-yo as well as T-shirts. 

*Design in Wood, 5508 Montview, Austin, TX 
78756, 512/454-3425. Customized wooden yo- 
yos. 

Duncan Toys Inc., P.O. Bax 5, Middlefield, OH 
44042. The granddaddy of all yo-yo companies. 
Makes only plastic yo-yos today. 

Hummingbird Toy Co. Ltd., 32 Water St, P.O. 
Box 276, Arcade, NY 14009, 716/492-5120. 
Wooden yo-yos. 

*Playmaxx Inc., 1665 E. 18th St, Suite 207, 
Tucson, AZ 85719, 602/623-9981. Don Duncan, 
son of the founder of Duncan Toys, is no longer 
connected with that company; he is now president 
of his own company, Play maxx. Manufactures the 
plastic Pro-Yo, the “world’s longest spinning yo- 

-yo,” the Mr. Pro-Yo take-apart model, and the Ad- 
Yo, and will shortly introduce an inexpensive 
plastic yo-yo for bulk imprinting orders. 

*Tom Kuhn Custom Yoyos, 2383 Califomia St., 
San Francisco, CA 94115, 415/921-8138. Wooden 
yo-yos; the Silver Bullet (made of aircraft 


aluminum), as well as new ballbearing yo-yos, the 
SB-2, the Roller Woody and the Sleep Machine. 

* Wallace Toy Co. Inc., P.O. Bax 349, Wallace, 
1D 83873, 800/535-3364 or 208/752-3391. Makes 
the Itsy-Bitsy Yo-Yo, a tiny “giveaway” yo-yo, 
and the Bunny Martin wooden yo-yo. 

*Wooden Monarch Yo-Yo, 1187 Coast Village 
Hwy., #249, Santa Barbara, CA 93108, 805/966- 
4270. Handmade yo-y os. 

*Yomega , 1058 Pleasant St., P.O. Box 
4146, Fall River, MA 02723, 508/672-7399, 
800/338-8796. Manufactures the Yomega, the Yo- 
Yowitha Brain (acentrifugal clutch), the Fireball, 
with a special transaxle system that “delivers 
record-breaking spins,” and the Raider ball-bear- 
ing yo-yo with a black leather holster. 

*ZBA Toys Inc., a division of ZBA Inc., 502 
Broadway, Schenectady, NY 12305, 518/783- 
1925. Wooden yo-yos. 


YO-YO BOOKS 


The following is a list of books about the yo-yo 
that (so far as we know) are still in print. If you 
know of any others, please let us know, 

”The Klutz Yo-Yo Book,” with ayo-yo, is $9.95 
plus $2 shipping and handling, Klutz Press Inc., 
2121 Staunton Ct, Palo Alto, CA94306, 415/857- 
0888. 

The “Duncan Trick Book” is available for $1.50 
postpaid from Duncan Toys Inc., P.O. Bax 5, Mid- 
dlefield, OH 44042. 

"The World on a String” by Helane Zeiger, is 
available from Tom Kuhn Custom Yoyos Ltd., 
2383 Califomia St., San Francisco, CA 94115, 
415/921-8138. You can order a single book for 
$12, or five books for $50. The book is also avail- 
able in a combination offer with an autographed 
Smo-Bro laser-carved yo-yo in a velour pouch for 
$30. Also, the book and a 3-in-1 No Jive ($18 
value alone) are available for $25, Add $2.50 ship- 
ping and handling. 

The “Official Yo-Yo Trick Book,” is $1.49- 
$1.59 retail, from Canada Games Company Lid., 
61 Wildcat Rd., Downsview, Ontario, Canada 
M3J 2P5, 416/661-6203. 

”"Stop-Time,” by Frank Conroy, is a 
novel/autobiography by Frank Conroy, published 
by Penguin Books in 1977, which contains a great 
chapter on his experience with the yo-yo. $7. 

Tops — Building and Experimenting with Spin- 
ning Toys,” published in 1989 by Bemie 
Zubrowski, is available from Morror Junior 
Books, 105 Madison Ave., New York, NY 10016, 
$7 plus $2 S&H. 


VIDEOS 


The following is a list of yo-yo videos that are 
currently available: 

The “Smothers Brothers Yo-Yo Man Video” is 
available at most good video stores (ask!). If you 
can’t find it in the store, you can get it from Wood 
Knapp Video, 5900 Wilshire Blvd., #2700, Los 
Angeles, CA 92036, 213/965-3000; for $14.95 
plus $3.95 shipping and handling for the first tape; 
$1 S&H for each additional tape, cal} 1-800-331- 
6839 to order. From Canada, send check or credit 
card number and write to Wood Knapp & Co., 
Order Fulfillment Dept., P.O. Bax 460, Clinton, 
TN 37716. 

The new “Duncan Yo-Yo Video,” featuring Tom 
Parks, is available from Duncan Toys Inc., P.O. 
Box 5, Middlefield, OH44042 for $17.95 +$3.00 
shipping and handling. 

“The Yomega Instructional Video” features 
company owners Len and Alan Amaral 
demonstrating how to operate “Yomega, the Yo- 


Gallery of String Tricks” 


BUNNY MARTIN 
WORLD CHAMPION YO-YOS 


Bunny Martin 
Yo-Yo Champion of the World - 1951 


Each Yo-Yo: 
© Solid Piece of Beechwood 
Official Signature Model 


e 
© Trick Booklet & History of Yo-Yo 
® Plastic Carrying Case 

* Made in Sweden 


Single Yo-Yo- $ 3.50 Postage Paid 

Two Yo-Yos- $ 6.00 Postage Paid 

48 Yo-Yos- $72.00 Plus Shipping 
We accapt VISA and MasterCard 


Wallace Toy Company 


Box 349 1-800-535-3364 


Wallace, Idaho 83873 
New from Dennis McBride 
“Dennis McBride’s 


—Vol 2 
60 minutes. Classic side-mount and 
super-advanced combinations oe ‘il love! 
Stitt available: “String Tricks, ig 9 1,” "Gallery of Two- 
Handed Tricks” and “The Know-Yo, Yo-Yo Video.” $25 each. 
Mention this ad, and receive a FREE, limited edition, 
Dennis McBride mode! Hummingbird Yo-Yo with each tape. 
Add $2.50 S&H per order. 
Send your check today to: 
Dennis McBride, 27746 Santa Clarita Rd. 


Santa Clarita, CA 91350, 805-297-5713 


HUMMINGBIRD 


CUSTOM MANUFACTURES 
Hummingbird Oe ee ee ae. 
Copiers Wore art Tes thy capabil capabilities including: 


@ Millwork 


@ Turnings 
@ Finishing 
Call 716-492-5120 for custom quotation 
Hummingbird Toy Company Ltd. 


Arcade, NY 14009 


Yo with a Brain” (a centrifugal clutch that brings 
the yo-yo automatically back to your hand as it 
nears the end of its spin). The video is available 
for $19.95 plus $2 shipping and handling from 
Yomega Corp., 1058 Pieasant St., P.O. Box 4146, 
Fall River, MA 02723, 508/672-7399, 

The “Vid-e-Yo,” a 42-minute how-to video tape 
($29.95) from Playmaxx Inc. (1665 E 18th St., 
Suite 207, Tucson, AZ 85701, 602/623-9981), 
comes with two Pro- Yo long-spinning yo-yos and 
holster, and extra strings. It features long-time pro 
Dale Oliver of Seattle, Wash. 

"The Know-Yo, Yo-Yo Video,” is available 
directly from Dennis McBride, for $25 postpaid. 
Also, “Dennis McBride’s Gallery of Unbelievable 
Two-Handed Tricks,” a 90-minute tape, featuring 
more than 30 tricks, is available for $25 postpaid. 
McBride’s “Gallery of String Tricks” Volume 1 
and Volume 2 are available for $25 each, plus 
$2.50 S&H directly from Dennis at 27746 N. 
Santa Clarita Rd., Saugus, CA 91350, 805/297- 
5713. (Mention that you read about it in Y-%} 
‘Times and Dennis will throw in a limited-edition 
Hummingbird Rainbow Tricksteryo-yowith each 
video.) 


FAX: 716-492-4375 


YO BRIEFS 


e Get yourvideo recorders ready for the episode 
of “The Simpsons” in which Bart discovers the 


_ yo-yoand becomes his school’s champion. Watch 


for the rerun sometime this summer 
@ Jon Gates and Paul Kyprie yo-yoed at the 
recent Columbia (Missouri) Juggling Festival. 
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AD-\)) ., asoonoen 


Use these fun ceiling cards to promote your business, 
organization, social event, or yourself! 


Ad-Yo's offer a full 1%" circle of advertising 


space while creating fun and challenge! : NN 
+ White, high-impact plastic pic am 
* Attached string Hele 
* Your logo hot stemped on 
vinyl colored discs. 


Choose from a variety of colors Call for details! 


(602) 623-9981 


YO TIPS 


How to Make Your Own 
Yo-Yo String 


Didyou ever get frustrated because you couldn’ t 
find yo-yostring in the store and needed some new 
strings right away? 

Mike Marciano of Somers Point, N.J., has 
figured out how to make his own string. Here’s his 
technique: 

He starts with a 16-foot piece of regular kite 
string. He puts one end in a vise, and clamps the 
otherend in his electric drill. He then stretches out 
the string in front of him, parallel to the floor. 

With the drill in the “FORWARD” direction, he 
Spins the string and walks slowly in the direction 
of the vise as the string shortens as it tightens up. 

When the string “shrinks” to about 10 feet, he 
stops the drill. 

He grips the “center” of the string with a 12- 
penny nail in one hand and, while keeping the 
String taut, brings the two ends of the string 
together 

He then drops the nail toward the ground and 
lets it spin freely as the string tightens up. 

He now has a 5-foot-long yo-yo string. He 
removes the nail and slips a yo-yo into the center 
loop, then cuts the string to the appropriate length 
in the traditional way. 


YO-YO TIMES ™ is an independent 
newsletter, published quarterly by: 
Creative Communications Inc. 
P.O. Box 1519 
Herndon, VA 22070 
Circulation & Business: 
1-703-742-YOYO (9696) 
Editorial: 1-703-STRINGS 
(1-703-787-4647) 
©1992 by Creative Communications 
Inc. All rights reserved. For information 
on reproduction of any part of this issue, 
contact us at the address above. 
ISSN 0897-7704 
Editor & Publisher: 
Stuart F Crump Jr. 
(“Professor Yo-Yo”) 
Managing Editor: 
Margaret P. Crump 
Assistant Editor: 
Jodi Crump (“Yodi”) 
Subscriptions: $12 per year 
(US. dollars only) 
Foreign subscribers please add $6/year 
for postage and handling 
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An idea that you could try: If you are a left-hand- 
er or a two-handed player, you could twist the 
string in a “REVERSE” direction and have a yo- 
yo string that will LOOSEN when looping with 
the left hand. 


YO HISTORY 


Send in Your Personal 
Yo-Yo History 


In our September-October 1990 issue, we asked 
the question, “Are You a World Champion?” We 
invited former “world champs” and other yo-yo 
champs from the past to send us information about 
their victories of many years ago. 

We are attempting to compile as complete a his- 
tory of the sport of yoing as we possibly can. 

A few have begun to trickle in. We invite you to 
submit information about your own yo-yo vic- 
tories of old. Be sure to include copies of clips, 
certificates, awards and other information that 
substantiate your claim. We particularly want to 
know the who, what, when, where, why and how 
of your victory. Second- and third-place winners 
are also invited to send information, as are those 
who simply participated in the contest. Send us as 
much information as you can recall about who 
won the contest, where it was held, etc. We'll pub- 
lish as much information in YYT as we can. 

Even if you weren’t a champ, we’ re always in- 
terested in your own reminiscences of what it was 
like to be a yo-yo kid back in the early days of yo. 
We especially want to hear from former yo-yo 
professionals who toured for Duncan and other 
yo-yo companies. 

BE SURE TO INCLUDE YOUR PHONE 
NUMBER! We’ Il probably want to talk toyouand 
get some additional details. 


1939 New York City 
Champion 


Frank Chruma 


Leander, Texas 


I read with interest your desire to compile a his- 
tory of yo-yo world champions. 

I was the yo-yo champion of New York City in 
1939. It was a contest held at the Beacon Theater 
on Broadway, sponsored by Filipino Twirlers of 
Duncan Yo-Yos, the Beacon Theater and Wool- 
worth Stores on Broadway. 

There was one contest per week, whose winner 
won a sweater with a large front emblem saying 
something like “Yo-Yo Champion — Filipino 
‘Twirlers — Duncan Yo-Yos.” 

Contests were held for about 25 weeks. After 
this, all those who were winners (sweater holders) 
were brought together to compete for the cus- 
tomized bicycle, produced by Monarch Silver 
King Co. It had balloon tires, touring handles, 
built-in hom, red taillight, shock absorbers on the 
front wheels. 

It was a men’s 28-inch bike with a wide saddle 
seat. Areal beauty! Exceptional for those times — 
1939. 

All I have left as proof of my victory is a spe- 
cially hand-carved yo-yo with rhinestones on both 
sides. It is a lighter weight yo-yo than was sold or 
used in the contest. It says, “Champion Only — 
Emil — 1939” and my initials. Emil was the first 
name of the yo-yo instructor at the Woolworth 
stores and who conducted the contests at the 
Beacon Theater [Bditor’s note: Possibly he was 


Emiel Ducine Baletero, who is listed as one of the 
original Duncan yo-yo pros in “The One and Only 
Yo-Yo Book,” a now-out-of-print book by George 
Malko.] 

He presented the carved yo-yo to me some 
weeks after the final contest, which I won. I no 
longer have the sweaters. My nephews wore them 
out, and they took my bicycle when I went away ~- 
to college, a Redemptorist Seminary in Northeast, 
Pennsylvania. I also attended their Major Semi- 
nary, then changed over to the Trappist Monks at 
Spencer, Mass., and was ordained as a priest in 
1957. 


Smothers Brothers 
Concert Schedule 


Here is a listing of scheduled appearances by 
Tom and Dick Smothers through November. 
Please check your local listings for further infor- 
mation. 

June 19, Lowell Showboat, Lowell, Mich. 

June 21, Red River Exhibition Fairgrounds, 
Winnipeg, Manitoba, Canada 

June 23, Tangiers, Akron, Ohio 

June 24, Ravinia Pavillion, Highland Park, Il. 

June 26, San Joaquin County Fairgrounds, San 
Joaquin, Calif. 

June 27, Santa Ynez Valley Amphitheater, Sol- 
vang, Calif. 

July 3-5, Harrah’s, Reno, Nev. 

July 23, Oregon Fair, Medford, Ore. 

July 24, Multnomah County Fair, Portland, Ore. 

July 30-Aug. 10, Golden Nugget, Las Vegas, 
Nev. 


Aug. 20-22, The Grand Palace, Branson, Mo. 

Aug. 30, Duchess County Fair Grandstands, 
Rhinebeck, N.Y. 

Sept. 17, John A. Walker Community Center, 
Wilkesboro, N.C. 

Sept. 19, special benefit appearance for 
Loudoun and Fauquier hospitals in the suburban 
Virginia area of Washington, D.C, $400 per 
couple; call 703/771-2801 for information. 

Sept. 21, Capitol Music Hall, Wheeling, W.Va. 

Sept. 22, Paramount Arts Center, Ashland, Ken- 
tucky 

Sept. 25-26, Honolulu Symphony, Honolulu, 
Hawaii 

Oct. 8-11, Detroit Symphony, Orchestra Hall, 
Detroit, Mich. 

Oct. 16, Wamer Theater, Torrington, Conn. 

Oct. 17, Elizabethtown College Gym, 
Bizabethtown, Pa. 

Oct. 24, Ruhi Hall, Genesco, N.Y. 

Oct. 28-Nov. 5, “Great Performance” Series: 

Oct. 28, Salinas, Calif. 

Oct. 29, Sacramento, Calif. 

Oct. 30, San Rafael, Calif. 

Oct. 31, Oakland, Calif. 

Nov. 1, Cupertino, Calif. 

Nov. 3, Redding, Calif. 

Nov. 4, Chico, Calif. 

Nov. 5, Stockton, Calif. 

Nov. 7, Phoenix, Ariz. 

Nov. 12-17, Golden Nugget, Las Vegas, Nev. 


Send in Your New Tricks 


Keep those tricks coming in. We’ll continue to 
print as many as we can. Rest assured that we 
haven’ t overlooked yours. It’s in our ever-bulging 
folder. 

Please note that tricks in the newsletter are 


Primarily those that can be described in words 
without pictures. We don’t have room for lots of 
pictures in the newsletter. 

However, the well-illustrated tricks are primary 
candidates for the book of new yo-yo tricks we are 
assembling. 

By the way, if we publish your trick, you receive 

~a free 6-month extension on your subscription. 
And if your trick is selected “Trick of the Month,” 
you get a year’s extension on your subscription as 
our token way of saying, “Thanks for helping the 
yo-yo to continue developing as the greatest of all 
toys.” 

If your trick is used in the book, you'll receive 
a free, autographed copy by the author/editor, 
Professor Yo-Yo. (Note: Just to protect ourselves 
in the future, please be advised that sending us 
your trick means thatyou are giving us permission 
to print it in the newsletter and subsequent books. 
You will, of course, receive full credit in both 
places as the originator of the trick.) 

NOTE: All tricks are described for the right- 
handed yoist. If you’ re left-handed, make the ap- 
propriate changes when following the directions. 


“Four Tricks” 


David Walbridge, “Yo-Meister” 

”In a continuing effort to gain a free subscrip- 
tion, I am submitting the following for the ‘NEW 
TRICKS’ column of ‘Yo-Yo Times,’” David 
writes. Here they are: 


“Around the World in 80 Days” 
Throw a “Sleeper.” Your assistant pinches the 
String above the yo-yo and carries it through an 
“Around the World” circle. 
If you havea really strong “Sleeper” ora fast as- 
sistant, you may then retum the yo-yo to your 
hand. 


“Annie Oakley” 

Throw a “Forward Pass,” except instead of 
throwing it in front of you, throw it behind your 
back (actually, to the side past your left hip). 

You’ ll find it easier to catch it when it comes 
back if you tum slightly to the right before the 
catch. 


“The Invisible Man” 
Tum off all the lights. Yo-yo. 
(Not recommended for elevators.) 


“The Mountain Climber” 

Throw a sleeper. Reach down the string about 
10 inches and pinch the string withy our left thumb 
and forefinger, and pull up the string. Do the same 
thing with your right hand, then left again, raising 
the yo-yo. Release the string with both hands at 
once. The spinning will take up the slack in record 
time. 

This trick is simpler than it reads, and it is 
popular with kids. 


“When Worlds Collide” 
Chris Cook 
Spokane, Wash. 
This is a two-handed trick. Throw an “Around 
the World” with each hand so that their paths criss- 
- cross in front of you. Throw one yo-yo slightly 
before the other one. Also, try several “Around the 
Worlds” on the same spin, or use transaxle yo-yas 
if you like to keep up the effect even longer 

~ This is an impressive-looking trick when seen 
from the front, but not all that difficult to perform. 


“Loch Ness Monster” 
Bonnie Matthews, “Knot Master” 
Manassas, Va. 


Throw an “Around the World” into a “Man on 
the Flying Trapeze.” Complete a “Double Ferris 
Wheel” and finish by following a “Pin Wheel” 
with another “Around the Worid.” 

“PS. I changed my stage name. I untie so many 
knots. That’s a way of life for anyone teaching 
youngsters to yo-yo. So my new stage name is 
“Knot Master.” 


“Skin the Knee” 
Steven Kramer 
Alexandria, Va. 

Throw a hard sleeper. Lift the yo-yo up to your 
knee. Touch it toyour knee. Then bring it back up 
to your hand with a jerk on the string. 


“Sleep the Baby on the Knee” 
Lilian Guzman 


Alexandria, Va. 

This is a simple trick. Throw a “Sleeper,” then 
do “Rock the Baby.” Then put the “sleeping baby” 
on your knee. Say something funny, like, “Shhh! 
Baby’s asleep!” That's all there is to it. 


“Dance with the Yo-Yo” 
John Brosnan, “General Yo” 


Barnstable, Mass. 

Throw a fast sleeper. Raise your yo-yo hand 
above your head, holding the yo-yo slightly away 
from your body. Holding the yo-yo in one place, 
tum your body clockwise as your hand moves 
counter-clockwise. In effect, you are “dancing” 
around the yo-yo. 

After a complete tum, you will find yourself 
back in a regular sleeper position. You can tum a 
half turn around, or completely around. If your 
sleeper is strong enough, you can do the “yo-yo 
twice” five or more times before the spinner runs 
out of gas. 


“Wrist Watch” 
Brett Boyer 
Huntsville, Ala. 

Perform a “Double Man on the Flying Trapeze” 
over the left WRIST and pull the string tight with 
the right hand. This action will cause the yo-yo to 
stop on top of your wrist in the same position as a 
watch. 

This same move can be performed over the left 
ring finger and create a large “yo ring.” 


“Walk the Dog 
Around the World” 
Bill Alton 


Portsmouth, N.H. 

This is a “stupid” yo-yo trick. Place a globe of 
the world on the floor and “Walk the Dog” in a 
circle around it. 


Jennifer Baybrook 
Richford, Vt. 

Started with “The Atom Smasher,” come out 
with an “Outside Loop,” then “Reverse Around 
the World” (“Around the World Backwards,” then 
regenerate into an “Around the World,” into “Un- 
dermount Brain Twister,” “Outside Loop,” 
“Reverse Around the World,” “Undermount Brain 
Twister,” “Outside Loop,” “Bank Deposit.” 
Jennifer Baybrook 


“Circus Monkey” 

”Man on Flying Trapeze,” “Double Ferris 
Wheel,” (back and front flips), “Rock the Baby,” 
“Monkey Climb the Tree.” 


i f son-offs | 


The Research and Playful Publica- | 
tion about Sploning Tops, Gyros, 
Rotating Toys & Related Devices 
| Displaying your coillection/History/Science | 
Patent reprints, games, artides, how-to's, profiles, yo-yos & tops appearing 
in ast as well as old catalogs, recent issue pictures, such as the “Go-Go Ring,” 
| a removable yo-yo mounted on a ring. Unusual usage of terms, sources. 
Add fact to your fun with Spin-Offs 
3 issues/year. Actual top included in Spring issue. 
$18/year or $30/2 years/Overseas add S6/year 
Make check payable to T.Place. Mail to: 


Spinning Top Museum, 492 N. Pine, Burlington, WI 53105 


—= oe On | oe 


A photograph of Tom and Dick 
Smitten: on Siticial Fan Club member- 


__ Yo-Yoers and Non-Yo-Yoers Alike! 
Join the Smothers Brothers Fan Club Today! 
Your $8 first-year’s 
membership brings you: Tht 
SMOTHER 
ship card, a full-color poster ofthe Yo-Yo  * 4 
Man in action, the SmoBro Newsletter. 
“Just Say YO!" bumper sticker, iwo 
Smothers Brothers patches, a biography \ 


of the brothers, a silhouette sticker of the 
brothers and 4 listing of their concert ap- 
pearances. 


BROTHERS 
FAN CLUB 


P.O Box 74130 
Los Angeles, CA 90004 


Send your check or 
money order today to: 


SPECIAL OFFER for Yo-Yo Times Subscribers 


" . 
It’s Yo-Yo Time!" 

The first yo-yo song written specifically to be performed to. . . 
Sung by Larry Groce, host of "Mountain Stage,” with 
“Professor Yo-Yo” (Stuart Crump), editor of Yo-Yo Times 
Regularly $11.95. While supplies last: $5.95 postpaid 
(U.S. funds; for shipping to 
Canadian addresses, add 
$1.00; other foreign, add $2.) 
Please allow 3 weeks for 
delivery in the U-S., and at 

least 6 weeks for overseas. 
Tip sheet included .. . Satisfaction guaranteed 


Send your check today to: 
“It’s Yo-Yo Time!” 

Yo-Yo Times, P.O. Box 1519 
Herndon, VA 22070 


IF YOU BELIEVE IN WHAT 
WE ARE DOING, PLEASE 
PATRONIZE OUR 
ADVERTISERS AND TELL 
THEM THE REASON WHY. 


BACK ISSUES OF “YYT” 


While supplies last, a few copies of each back 
issue of “YD-Y% Times” are available, including: 
#-1, 1-2, 1-3, 1-4, 1-5, 2-1, 2-2, 2-3, 2-4, 2-5, 
24, 3-1, 3-2, 3-3, 3-4, 3-5, 3-6, 4-1, 4-2, 4-3, 44, 
4-5, 4-6 and 5-1.. If an issue is out of stock, wewill 
send you a photocopy of the issue, unless you 
specify otherwise. Send $2 for each copy ordered. 
(Postpaid to the U.S., Canada and Mexico. For 
other foreign orders, add $1 for postage and han- 
dling per issue, except for #2-5 and 3-2, add $1.50 
and #2-6 and 3-1 add $2). 
Back Issues, Yo-Yo Times, 


P.O. Box 1519, Herndon, VA 22070 


“Rock the Cradle” 
Brett Boyer 
Huntsville, Ala. 

Throw a hard sleeper and perform “Rock the 
Baby” with one or two swings, making the last 
swing AWAY from your body. : 
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HANDCRAFTED YO-YOs 
World’s Finest Hardwoods p 
Sold In Galleries 
High Performance 
2 Unique Shapes \ 
Enhance Grain, Feel Great! " 


¥ Indian Head Penny Inlays $5 Extra 
i Yo-yo Bag $5, Pkg. 5 Strings $1.00 
A ) B Specify Wood Type and Shape (A or B) 
Send $15.00 + $2.25 (S&H) to: 


WOODEN MONARCH YO-YOs 
1187 Coast Village Road, #249 
Montecito, CA 93108 


SATISFACTION 
GUARANTEED 


Light: Mahogany, Lacewood, Teak, Walnut 
Middle: Paduak, Maple, Imbuyia, Zebrano, Cherry, 
Oak, Satinwood, Rosewood 


SLO-~YO 
Superlative Handmade 


Yo-Yos 
Native & Exotic Woods 


Send For Your Free 
Color Catalogue 


ken picou design in wood 
5508 montview 
austin, x 78756 


THE KLUTZ YO-YO BOOK $9.95 
a A complete compendium of 


yo-yo tricks and history, 
Everything from Rock-the- 
Cradle to Shoot-the-Moon. It's 
all here: 83 pages lavishly 
illustrated, photographed, and 
packaged with our own maple wood 
yo-yo, Also available: 4 different 
Tom Kuhn yo-yos. Fora free 
catalogue, write Klutz Press, 2170 
Staunton Ct. Palo Alto, CA 94306. 
Dept. Y 


Before the yo-yo swings back, tum the cradle 
sideways by swiveling the left hand to where the 
left cradle string comes close to the swinging yo- 
yo. As the yo-yo retums towards you, it should be 
in the direct path of the cradle’s right string. 

Catch (or bounce) the yo-yo on the string tem- 
porarily, then swing the yo-yo back towards the 
left string. After catching the yo-yo on the left 
String, swing it back towards the right string but 
do not catch the yo-yo on the string. 

Let the yo-yo pass near the right string, and then 
drop the yo-yo and release the cradle entirely, 
catching the yo-yo as it returns to your hand, 


LETTERS 


Send Us Your Letters 
and Articles 


We welcome your letters to the editor, articles, 
new tricks, etc. Please include your phone num- 
berwith all letters, articles, etc. sowe can get back 
to you if we have questions. We will not printyour 
address unless you ask us to, 


On Top Without Tops 


I’ve had a lot of information on tops and have 
taught spin tops to other people, including “Yo 
Master” Dan Volk. Last year in Mexico I spent 
several hours with three Mexican spin-top 


Page 6 - Yo-Yo Times / Summer 1992 


demonstrators. They were by far the best spin-top 
players I’ve ever seen. They all played with the 
yo-yo, too. I came away with a bag of new tricks 
and stories of what life promoting the top and yo- 
yo is like in Mexico. Their companies altemate 
promoting yo-yos one year and tops the next. 

However, I now believe that “Yo-Yo Times” 
should NOT include any articles on spin tops. I 
feel it falls outside of the subject area of “Yo-Yo 
Times,” namely, that exclusively wonderful toy 
the yo-yo. 

I’m concemed that including articles about tops 
may affect the quality of YYT if you mix the two 
subjects. 

If you included articles on tops, where would 
you draw the line? What if someone asks you to 
include stories on frisbees, or gyroscope tricks, or 
even juggling? 

There is already a publication devoted solely to 
tops, “Spin-Off” [see ad, pg. 7]. It’s quite a nice 
newsletter. I would like to support it, too, because 
without the support of subscribers, specialty pub- 
lications just cannot survive. I’m sure “Spin-Off” 
is not making any money. I would not like to see 
YYT competing with “Spin-Off.” Instead of run- 
ning articles on tops in YYT, I recommend instead 
thatyou referyour readers to “Spin-Off.” The sub- 
ject of spin tops appropriately belongs there. You 
would be doing both publications a big favor. 

Herman Lau 
Sacramento, Calif. 

[Herman, you give us much to think about. You 
may be right. Thanks for writing. By the way, 
we'd love to see your story on Mexican yo-yo 
demonstrators. ] 


The Best Source 


I started receiving your newsletter with the 
Now./Dec. ‘89 issue. “Yo-Yo Times” is the best 
source I have for finding yo-yos — other than the 
Standard selection the local toy stores all carry. 

It would be nice to have a current list of your ad- 
vertisers and other sources that will send yo-yos 
by mail. [ED NOTE: See list, this issue.] 

By the way, one source for a “Glow Yo” is Wis- 
consin Public Radio. They offera “Whad’ ya Yo?” 
yo-yo with the “Whad’ Ya Know?” radio show 
logo on it. The yo-yos are $3.99 each plus $2.50 
shipping and handling. Call 1-800-747-7444 with 
your credit card to order (catalog number 
29000M). 

Keven McKlusky 
Cary, N.C. 


Help the Birds 


Here’s another use for a used yo-yo string: Cut 
it and hang the pieces out where birds can pick 
them up and use them tohelp build their nests. My 
robins make a yo-yo nest. I color the strings green 
and white for Michigan State University! 

“Yorz” Rick Ziminsky 
Battle Creek, Mich. 


Passing Out Copies 


It made me sad when I found out that “Yo-Yo 
Times” was going quarterly because of lack of 
teader participation. 

I would like to do my part in promoting “Yo-Yo 
Times.” I have two shows coming up soon and 
would like to give out some copies to those who 
are interested. Can you send me a few copies? 

Jim “Yo-Yo” Johnson 
Baton Rouge, La. 


[Jim—Thanks for the offer Unfortunately, we 
don’t have enough copies to give them out freely. 
However, if you meet someone who is really in- 
terested in the newsletter, have them cal! our“Yo- 
Yo Times News Hotline” at 703-715-6191 for the 
latest yo-yo news. Also, at the end of the news, 
they’ Il receive information on how to send for a 
sample copy — by sending us a first-class stamp.] 


Love That Hotline! 


After reading the yo-yo article in the January 
1992 issue of “Entrepreneur” magazine, I wrote to 
you for a sample issue of YYT. I received it last 
week, read it and re-read it and have contacted the 
companies that advertise in it for more infonma- 
tion and prices. 

After mentioning the newsletter to several 
friends of mine, they wanted to read it, so I ran off 
some copies, and they loved it! You should be 
receiving their subscriptions soon. 

Would it be possible for you to provide me with 
addresses and phone numbers of Duncan and 
other yo-yo manufacturers? I would really ap- 
preciate a listing so I can contact manufacturers 
and find out what is available. 

Also, I’ve given your “Yo- Yo Times News Hot- 
line” phone number to my friends. I tried it the 
other evening. Very good. Keep up the excellent 
“work! 

Jack Isaacs 
Fenton, Mo. 

[Jack, we appreciate your efforts to promote us. 
We don’t object to having our readers make a 
single copy or two of the newsletter to share with 
a friend on a one-time basis, as you have done. 
However, toanyone who might be doing this issue 
after issue, please don’t do it on a regular basis! 
Producing the newsletter costs us a considerable 
amount of time and money, and if toomany people 
get it for “free,” the newsletter may disappear at 
some time in the future. As y ou know, “There ain’t 
no such thing as a free lunch” — or a free newslet- 
ter, either. Also, you'll note that we’ re printing a 
list of yo-yo companies in this issue. Thanks for 
asking.] 


A Touch of Envy 


You are doing an excellent job on event 
coverage and introducing new tricks. I have to 
admit, though, that your coverage of major yo-yo 
events is making me a bit anxious and jealous of 
you, my American counterparts. It seems that 
these events all take place in the states, and the 
ones that do come to Canada are in the easter 
provinces. 

I have some questions about the age and worth 
of certain Duncan yo-yos I have. These yos are 
wooden “Flat Tops,” which look similar too the 
butterfly yo-yo. 

I also have some plastic “Hoot Mons!” in dif- 
ferent colors. One is clear and transparent and has 
the Duncan mascot chasing a dog, which is chas- 
ing a cat, which in tum is chasing a mouse. 

lalso have some plastic “Colour Whit!” yos that 
are transparent with star sprinkles in them. 

I also have some older beautiful plastic Duncan 
Imperials — real beauties, with a different stamp 
than the modem-day model. 

I also have some tops: a wooden “TwinSpin” 
and a plastic “Imperial Snap Top.” 

If any of your readers can help me with infor- 
mation about these, I would appreciate it greatly. 

Norman Jay 
Vancouver, British Columbia 


L 


If you'd like to place a classified ad in this sec- 
tion, the cost for an ad is 10 cents per word, with 
a minimum charge of $2.50. Single lines standing 
by themselves (e.g., “Let’s Trade Yo-Yos!”) are $1 

~cach for up to 8 words. We will print the first few 
. words in boldface unless you specify differently. 

“Yo Times” assumes no responsibility or 
liabilities for any claims contained in any ad. Let 
the buyer beware! 

YO-YO STRING PACKS. Duncan, Royal, Hi- 
Ker and Alox. Will sell or trade for old yo-yos. 
John Sievers, 515/262-0558, 3915 Lay St., 
Des Moines, IA 50317. 

YO-YOs AVAILABLE FOR TRADE: Duncan 
Beginner's (several), Duncan Special #44, 
Duncan Tournament #77, Duncan Lil’ Champ 
(packaged), Goody Filipino Twirler (under- 
sized beginner's), Festival Baseball (several, 
new). Chris Cook, W. 2932 Sanson, 
Spokane, WA 99205, 509/326-0421. 

YO-YO LICENSE. Wallet-size. Red on yellow 
card in laminated plastic. Send $1.00 and 
self-addressed-stamped envelope to Ted 
Eckei, 203 Mt. Holly Ave. #3, Louisville, KY 
40206. 

JEWELS WANTED. Goody Rainbow Filipino 
Twirler, Goody Jewel, Duncan Rainbow 
Jewel, Royal Rainbow Jewel; also original 
Pedro Flores. Write to Johnny Tillotson, Yo- 


THE YO-YO EXCHANGE 
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SUBSCRIBE TODAY 


YES! Enter my subscription to Yo-Yo 
Times. Enclosed is my subscription 
payment as follows: 

(Payment must be made with order. 
Subscription will begin with next 
issue. 

Please allow 4-6 weeks for delivery.) 

[ ] lyear of Y%-YoTimes $12.00 
(4 issues) 

[ ] 2years of Yo-Y Times $18.00 
(8 issues) 

[ ] 3years (SAVE$12.00) $24.00 
(12 issues) 

[ ] New subscription[ ] Renewal 


(International subscribers add $6 per year for 
postage & handling) 6-2) 


NAME 


ADDRESS 


CITY STATE ZIP. 


PHONE 


. Mail this coupon today to: 


Yo-Yo Times, 
P.O. Box 1519 - SM92 
Herndon, VA 22070 


PROFESSOR YO-YO SAYS 
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Yo Madness, 17530 Ventura Bivd., Suite 108, 
Encino, CA 91316 or call coliect 818/887- 
9689. 

LAUGH-MAKERS MAGAZINE for kid-show 
and family audience entertainers. 50 big 
pages each issue covering balloons, clown- 
ing, magic, ventriloquism, puppetry, comedy 
props, juggling, business ideas, more! 
$21/year (6 issues); outside USA, $27. P.O. 
Box 160-YT, Syracuse, NY 13215. 

MINT CONDITION Parker National and 
Olympic Yo-Yos, gold or silver, with logos. $8 
each plus $2 postage and handling or 12 for 
$80 plus $6 P&H. Also, Parker Strings (2 toa 
pack), $1 per packet. While supplies last: 
Satellite Yo-Yos with logo, $8 each postpaid 
or $55/dozen +$6 P&H. Genuine Japanese 
yo-yo strings, $2 per packet. (U.S. dollars.) 
Mark Kersey, 139 Chatham Ave., Toronto, 
Ontario, Canada M4J 1K8. 

COCA-COLA ADVERTISER yo-yos, made 
by Russell for Coca-Cola Co. in Mexico for 
promotions. Good quality. “Black Master,” 
gold printing, $12.50. “Red and Lucite Super,” 
white printing, $10.50. Prices includes 
postage. Don Meeker, P.O. Box 507, Hol- 
lister, MO 65672, 417/334-1859. 

1979 YOYOLYMPICS CONTEST KIT for 
sale: 2 official guideline pamphlets, 14x20” 
poster, two 22x34” posters, 45 entry forms & 
score sheets, 30 trick sheets, 30 contestant 
seal stickers, 4 professional yo-yos (white 
with championship logos on side), 4 replace- 
ment strings; in original-markings carton. $50 
for the kit. Mark Anderson, 105 Buckingham 
La., Madison, WI 53774. 


FOR SALE: American Spinners Yo-Yo Co. 
Contact Bill Cress, 26 Worcester Dr., Wayne, 
NJ 07470. All stock, inventory, logos, etc. for 
sale. 


At one time I liked to brag that “Yo-Yo Times” 
was “the best yo-yo publication in the entire 
world!” I could say that tongue-in-cheek and still 
be correct. Why? Because “Yo-Yo Times” was the 
ONLY yo-yo publication in the world. 

Well, I can no longer say that we’ re the only yo- 
yo publication. There’s another one, “Noble 
Disk,” produced by Bill Alton in Portsmouth, 
N.H. Bill produces his letter free of charge for 
ADULTS in New England who are interested in 
yo-yoing. Please note the emphasis on the word 
“adults.” 

Bill does welcome disciplined children to the 
ranks of yo-yoing, but he readily admits that he 
doesn’ t have the patience to handle “being trapped 
in a room full of kids like myself at age seven.” 

I would be remiss if I didn’t admit that I some- 
times feel just that way. I’m not sure if kids are 
less disciplined today than they used to be. I've 
heard it said that they are—that they have less 
patience than they used to, that they’re super- 
charged with excess energy and that they won’t 
tolerate anything that doesn’t grab their im- 
mediate attention and hold it in some sort of hy- 
peractive way. 

"Kids never used to be like that,” I have heard 
it said. 

”Once upon a time Duncan Co. had an active or- 
ganization of adults, who the kids could emulate, 
touring the country and promoting yo-yos,” Bill 
writes in a recent issue of “Noble Disk.” “Today 
no such cohesive force exists for our hobby, and 
the adult role model is absolutely necessary if the 
hobby of yo-yo throwing is to ever be more than 


YOMEGA -— New for ’92 
GEMINI GYRO® 


Patented “iransaxle" yo-yo.. 
Transforms to patented top.. 
Spins up to 5 minutes! 
Includes 3 flash disks. 


Specify red, green or orange yo-yo. 
$9.95 each. 


YOMEGA--THE YO-YO 


WITH A BRAIN® 
Clear with "Glow" clutches. $11.95 each. 


FIREBALL™ (transaxle) Yo-Yo 
Clear with red, orange or black caps. 


$5.95 each 
Phone orders for 
Visa/Mastercard only ($20 
minimum): 1-800-338-8796 
Send check/money order to: 
Yomega Corp.-YR 
1058 Pleasant St. 
P.O. Box 4146 
Fall River, MA 02720-0402 


(Mention “Yo-Yo Times" 
and receive FREE shipping!) 


a transient fad which comes and goes as kids’ fads 
are wont to do,” he writes. 

I'll say “yo” to that. That's one of the reasons 
we Started this newsletter Even though 75% or 
more of our readers are kids, I write primarily for 
adults. But I alsowelcome the kids — even the un- 
disciplined ones. 

I have this theory that one of the reasons kids 
today are less disciplined is because no one is 
teaching them en mass how to yo-yo. 

As I often say while teaching, “When I was a 
kid, we used to get a visit from the yo-yo man 
evety year. He promised us that if we got good 
enough, we might win a bicycle in the big yo-yo 
contest. So we practiced fast and furiously, hoping 
to win that bicycle. 

“What we didn’t realize was that we were also 
developing the self-discipline that would later 
help us succeed in life no matter what field we 
went into.” 

Virtually every kid I know who is a good yo- 
yoer is also incredibly self-disciplined in other 
areas of their lives. A couple years ago we sur- 
veyed our readers and discovered that those who 
are still inschool have a3.4, or B-¥A-, grade point 
average. They’ re also the nicest kids you’d want 
to know. 

I try to remember this point when I find myself 
“trapped” in a room full of hyperkinetic children 
who are not grasping all of the finer points of the 
art of yo from my best teaching efforts. 

One thing I particularly love about the yo-yo is 
the way it brings together all generations inacom- 
mon love. 

And, goodness knows, but there are also a lot of 
ADULTS whocan use a dose of the self-discipline 
that yo-yoing teaches. (Sometimes I think I could 
use additional healthy doses myself.) 

One other point we note with amusement 

Bill and I have been exchanging letters. In a 
recent issue of his newsletter he noted that he 
wasn t surprised when our mention in “Barron's” 
Magazine produced such a large number of re- 
quests for a sample issue of “Yo-Yo Times.” 

“Doesn’t surprise me a bit,” Bill wrote. 
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“Haven't I ag said that yo-yo throwing was 
an adult hobby?” 

True enough. But there’s another side to the 
story. 

What we did not admit publicly is that out of all 
the scores of Barron’s readers who requested a 
sample issue, not even one of them followed up 
and became a subscriber! They were eager to get 
the free copy, but when it came to shelling out a 
small amount for a subscription, forget it! 

(leave it toyour imagination to figure what that 
says about the state of the investment community 
and our economy today.) 

Contrast this response—or, rather, lack of 
response —with the results of a brief mention we 
received in the article on Robert and Mark Litton 
in a recent issue of “Boy’s Life.” 

We received only seven requests for sample is- 
sues from that mention. (We probably received 
even more response than that, but only those seven 
mentioned they’d seen the “Boy’s Life” article. 
We have no way of knowing how many readers 
saw the article but did not mention it.) 

Of those seven, four became paid subscribers. 

If you’ ve even studied “direct response” adver- 
tising, you’ Il know that four out of seven is an in- 
credibly high response rate. 

So, Bill, if we ever do any advertising (which 
we are not planning to do at the present time), it 
will be in magazines like “Boy’s Life,” not 
“Barron’s” or “The Economist.” 

Disciplined or not, kids are still the ones thatwe 
adult yo-yoers need to get interested in yo-yoing 
if this noble toy is to endure. Kids who will one 
day grow into adults and who will, in tum, spark 
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the love of the yo-yo in future generations of kids. 

May be if more adults in the business world spent 
more time playing with the yo-yo, the economy 
would grow at a more steady rate rather than the 
up-and-down yo-yo-like movements that plague 
it today. 

When you’ve seen one recession, you’ve seen 
them all. 

[If you'd like to receive “Noble Disk,” drop a 
line to Bill Alton, Editor, Noble Disk, 124 Cabot 
St, Portsmouth, NH 03801. Bill asks for a dollar 
per issue if you live outside the New England area. 
But; hey!, we know how much it costs to produce 
and distribute a newsletter, and we know he’d ap- 
preciate receiving that dollar no matter where you 
live. Serious adults only, please.] 


SHOPTALK 


We Need Your Feedback: 
Should Yo-Yo Times 


Sell Yo-Yos? 


We asked this question once before, but we 
buried it and received only a couple of answers, 
so we'll ask it again. 

Should “Yo-Yo Times” sell yo-yos and otheryo- 
related items such as monogramed hip pouches 
and yo-yo T-shirts? 

This issue more than most has caused us to think 
that we may be doing you’a disservice. As you 
might have noticed, we’ve written about a whole 
lot of new types of yo-yos and other “skill toys” 
that you may not be able to find in your local toy 
store but which you may want to purchase. In 


many cases, the articles have advised you that you 
have to purchase “wholesale lots” only of the item. 
Few young yo-yo players care to purchase 144 of 
a single kind of yo-ya. 

We are not now and have not intended to get into 
the mail-order business of selling yo-yos, but the 
idea has come to us that, primarily as a service to 
our readers, perhaps we should buy a supply of the 
rarer items and make them available by mail ifyou 
can’t find them locally. 

Two points we should emphasize: 

First, we do not intend to provide competition 
for our own advertisers, who have faithfully sup- 
ported us since we started. We may or may not 
choose to offer their products, too, but if we do, 
we will not undersell them. 

Second, for the most part, we will offer products 
at the suggested retail price. With the added ex- 
pense and problems of stocking supplies, keeping 
track of inventory, etc., we do not anticipate that 
this would be a big money-making part of our 
business--although we certainly don’t anticipate 
losing any money, either! (We can’t afford that!) 

What.do.you think of the idea? Would you ap- 
preciate this service? 

Or should we stick to writing and leave the sell- 
ing to others who understand that business better? 

Let us know. 
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CALL WEEKLY 


ou eS me 


we 
HARRISBURG a a a bein 


NOTICE: Has your subscnption expired? 


Ju 


Is it about to 


expire? Check the date on the top line of your mailing label below. If it 
is “6/92” or earlier, this is your LAST ISSUE! You will receive only one 
more renewal notice. If you have not yet renewed, do so today. Please 
write your "account number" (it’s in the upper left-hand comer of the 
mailing label) and the word "RENEWAL" on your check. See coupon 
on p. 7 of this issue. ACT TODAY! Don’t miss a single issue! 


PLEASE FORWARD 
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